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experiences, led him manifestly to undervalue the forces of man national consciousness, which he thought insignificant in comparison with dynastic patriotism, the only political allegiance whose existence he recognised, far as he was from cherishing it.1
Bismarck's establishment of a " mutual assurance association for the Princes and dynasties opposed to the rising wave of democracy" was described by the Conservative ex-minister, Delbruck, in the deliberations of the Weimar National Assembly, when all was over, in just the same words as by the revolutionary Socialist, Liebknecht, in the days when Bismarck's empire was being established.2 But, according to Dclbriick's explanation, there was a second foundation-stone in Bismarck's building which Liebknecht would never have admitted : universal suffrage for the Imperial Parliament. Bismarck, indeed, would have declined to regard it as a foundation-stone of his Empire ; as he was later to write, he had put universal suffrage into the pot as the most powerful ingredient known at that time to liberty-mongers, and was eager to abolish it as soon as possible or, even bettor, by introducing the open ballot, to render it an instrument which the Prussian Junkers could use to round up their labourers like electoral cattle against the progressive elements in the towns.3 But what Bismarck, in many respects still a very narrow-minded Junker, desired is not so important as what resulted from his actions : and the introduction of universal suffrage for a national parliament with decisive powers in economic, social and defence matters resulted in a concentration of interest on this parliament on the part of the working classes* It even distracted their attention from the highly important position which reaction maintained in the Diets of the individual states*4 All the allegiance which the new Empire was to win amongst the masses, it won at the expense of the individual States, however important the latter, especially the strongest amongst them, might remain as elements within the Bismarckian structure.
Both foundation-stones, that which he trusted and that which he despised, were used by Bismarck in setting up a regime where
1 Bismarck, Memoirs^ Vol. I, p. 320 (Germ, ed., p. 293).
2 Liebknecht in Bezold, op. eit.9 Vol. Ill, p. 338 (speech in the North Gorman Parliament, December 9, 1870) ; Delbruck in Proceeding* of the Weimar Constituent Assembly, February 24, 1919, Vol. 326, pp. 385 ff.
5 Bismarck, Manors, Vol. II, pp. 63-4 (Germ, ed., p. 58). The distrust in left-wing circles of a demagogic use of general suffrage found expression oven iu Engels, op. cit. (1865).
4 Proceedings of the Mannheim Socialist Congress, p. 234 (Bebei), and also Kautoky, op. cit.9 pp. 249-50.                                                                                                     "